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The Andrews Family with the younger folk in the 
“Schwiegermuttersitze’’ 

I was looking for front page photo when in came some news from Carol 
Wilkin that‘ The Dickie Seat Club’ from Adelaide. are coming to Pt Victoria 
April 14 and 15.  Perhaps there are  car enthusiasts over here who would like 

to meet up with them for a twilight get together on the foreshore, maybe a 
BBQ and a chat and look at the vehicles. Details are being sought about time 

and exact place. There are 18 cars coming, all with dickie seats!  

The photo show Haydn and Erica Andrews  in their 1928 Ford Model, with 
their younger passengers taking a back seat.  More on another Dickie Seat car 

on page 24 of this edition  
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
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 KEITH PENHALL 08 88232999 xaxr@bigpond.com 
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AUTHORISED PERSONS    

 ROD NIXON 08 88322 537  ropat1965@bigpond.com 

 TREVOR CLERKE 08 8853 7191 (H)  tnclerke@dodo.com.au 

 JIM DAVIES 0417 836 994 james.davies1949@gmail.com 

 RICHARD DUNS 08 8837 3002 (B)                  Richard@ardrossanautocentre.com 

 MIKE OSBORNE 08 8837 3158 ozbornes@internode.on.net 

EDITOR/PUBLIC OFFICER 

 MIKE OSBORNE 08 8837 3158 ozbornes@internode.on.net 

EVENTS COORDINATOR   RICHARD BASTIAN 0408 849 001  bastian@hotkey.net.au 

NEW MEMBER OFFICER  GRANT HARVEY 0408 019776 sandra.harvey7@bigpond.com 

REGALIA JOAN CORRELL 08 8853 2004  joanc@netyp.com.au  

WEB SITE   &  MAILING JIM SEWELL 08 8837 3826t wojays@internode.on.net 

PATRON STEPHEN GRIFFITHS JP MP 

 

LIFE MEMBERS RON BRIGGS+         LOIS BRIGGS KEN HEINRICH 
 HOWARD HEARD+         DON ROSE SHIRLEY ROSE+ 
 MIKE OSBORNE         MARY OSBORNE  DICK PENHALL 
 JENNY PENHALL          JIM SEWELL JEAN SEWELL 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS ARE HELD THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, EXCEPT JANUARY, 8PM  

VISITORS  AND GUESTS WELCOME.  

VENUE IS NOW MAITLAND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE, PIONEER ROAD MAITLAND. 

MAPS members wishing to join other members for social discourse and a meal before the monthly meeting can 
ring the Yorke Valley Hotel on 8832 2422, book a place on the MAPS table and turn up around 6pm; all welcome. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 2017 and New Year 2018 well and truly 
over. January and February provide 
challenges to those who wish to get their 
classic cars out on runs as regards 
temperature– both that of cars and 
occupants! Perhaps we are either getting 
to old or too soft. However, sometimes 
it’s easier for me to retreat into the cool 
of the home office and get on with the 
next edition of the newsletter. 

 Ah, but that’s not without its problems. 
However, perhaps there are some 
members who can help? For instance, we 
have lots of new members, but little in 
the way of details/photos 
of their cars. If you are 
new to the Club, please 
contact me to put your car 
literally in the picture. I 
am keen to get pictures of 
members’ cars which may 
not be so regularly seen at 
events featured 

 To the members of longer 
standing, please look to 
increasing the range of 
photos and articles– don’t 
assume that someone else 
will do it . My thanks this 
month to those who have 
provided a range of items. 

 One change to newsletter 
reports instigated by 
Events Co-ordinator 
Richard Bastian is to 
include the name and 
vehicles of those attending 
events. The idea is to 
encourage others to come 
along and join in the  
club’s wide range of events 
throughout the year 

 

Richard is keen to widen the range of 
events and welcomes all members’ input. 

 Finally, couple of businesses to 
recommend below— Russell  at Sprint 
Auto Parts Kadina– new hose for the 
Bristol 

Bruce Cock from Ardrossan– highly 
skilled and qualified ex TAFE trainer. He 
provides top class service for vehicle air 
con work and comes highly 
recommended– and no rip off prices. 

Until next time. 

Mike Osborne  
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A RARE CAR AT THE ARDROSSAN 
STREET PARTY– A PANTERA 

Local Ford Mustang owner, and guru, Bruce 
Jarrett  brought along a different car  for the 
2017 Street Party. Bright yellow and very low 
to the ground , it is a blend of Italian style and  
American power– That should keep the Ford 
fans happy! Details from Wikipedia- 

The Pantera is a mid-engined sports car 
produced by the De Tomaso car company of 
Italy from 1971 to 1992. 

Italian for "Panther", the Pantera was the 
automaker's most popular model, with over 
7,000 manufactured over its 20-year 
production. 

The car was designed by the Italian design 
firm Ghia by American born designer  Tom 
Tjaarda (1934 – 2017)  .He was an 
automobile designer noted for his work on a 
broad range of automobiles  from exotic 
sports cars including the Ferrari 365 GT 
California, De Tomaso Pantera and Aston 
Martin Lagonda Coupé to high-volume 
popular cars including the first generation 
Ford Fiesta (1972) and the Fiat 124 Spider 
(1966) 

The Pantera was a steel unibody design, the 
first instance of De Tomaso using this 
construction technique.] The Pantera logo 
included a version of Argentina's flag turned 
on its side with a T-shaped symbol that was 
the brand used by De Tomaso's Argentinian 
cattle ranching ancestors 

The logo has the colors of the Argentine flag 
not because of De 
Tomaso's ancestors 
but because the 
company's founder, 
Alejandro De Tomaso, 
was born and raised in 
Argentina. He 
emigrated in his 20s to 
Italy in order to avoid 
political persecution 
from Juan Domingo 
Perón, president of 
Argentina in those 
days. The first 1971 

Panteras were powered by a Ford 351 cu in 
(5.8 L) V8 engine producing a 330 hp  The 
high torque provided by the Ford engine 
reduced the need for excessive gear changing 
at low speeds: this made the car much less 
demanding to drive in urban conditions than 
many of the locally built competitor products. 

The 1971 Pantera could accelerate to 60 mph 
(97 km/h) in 5.5 seconds. 

The car debuted in Modena in March 1970 
and was presented at the 1970 New York 
Motor Show a few weeks later. 
Approximately a year later the first 
production Panteras were sold, and 
production was increased to three per day. 

Reflecting its makers' transatlantic ambitions, 
the Pantera came with an abundance of 
standard features which appeared exotic in 
Europe, such as electric windows, air 
conditioning and even "doors that buzz when  
open". By the time the Pantera reached 
production, the interior was in most respects 
well sorted, although resting an arm on the 
central console could lead to inadvertently 
activating the poorly located cigarette lighter.] 
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ARDROSSAN STREET PARTY PARADE, 22ND DECEMBER 2017 

An excellent turnout by MAPS members for the 2017 parade in Ardrossan.. I 
think it fair to say that our cars 
are a major factor in making the 
parade such a good one and given 
the floats were  more plentiful 
this time, a most successful dis-
play. The pictures show some of 
the cars  perhaps not seen by 
some of the members- 

Richard Dun’s 1928 Model A 
Ford 

David Lutze’s 1937 Vauxhall 

Richard Cane’s “ Frogeye” Sprite 

Leith Illman’s Valiant AP 6 

Oh , how about the photo below 
of Marg and Richard Bastian? 
There’s got to be a caption or two 
for that one!  

Mike O 
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YORKE PENINSULA 
SALTWATER  

CLASSIC  

2018 
Summary of program for  Saturday & 

Sunday, 21st &22nd April 

Saturday, Stansbury 

From 9AM, Foreshore display 
of cars, vehicles, caravans etc. 

Seaside Markets open 

10 AM Hot Rod Cavalcade arrives,  

Model boat display  

12.30PM Launch of boats 

1.45 PM Parade of boats in Oyster Bay 

2.00 pm Start of Regatta Run to Pt. Vin-
cent 

Sunday, Pt. Vincent 

8.00 AM Breakfast 

8.30 AM Marina open to public 

9 AM Vehicle etc. display  

and Pt. Vincent market open 

9.30AM Boats depart marina for fleet 
blessing at Pt Vincent Wharf 

10.45AM Official run of boats to South-
east buoy 

1 PM Grand parade of boats in Pt Vin-
cent Bay 

2.30 PM Trophies and raffle draw 

3 PM Farewell function at Sailing Club. 

MAPS members are welcome 
to participates in the displays 
at either one or both venues 

 NEW LISTING 
Sunday  18th   

February 
CLUB   EVENT 

 

Stansbury 
  

On the lawn at the entrance 
to the Foreshore Caravan 

Park. 
Gather on the lawn under 
the sail shades as the sun 

rises over Gulf St Vincent, 
emerging from a new dawn, 
to present, to us, a glorious 

new day. 
Four public BBQ’s are 

available to cook yourselves 
a scrumptious breakfast, 
commencing at 9:00am 

Further info at the February 
meeting 

REMINDERS– AGAIN! 

Australia Day, Four Clubs 
Meet Up 

January 26th 

MAPS, Gawler, Barossa 
Valley & 

NARCS clubs.  Held at 
Angaston oval 

MAPS members to gather 
9:00am at BP Roadhouse Port 

Wakefield 
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2017/18      MAPS   EVENTS   CALENDAR 

Date Venue/Area Details & Contacts 

Friday 26th January 
CLUB   EVENT 

4 Clubs Meet-up 

MAPS, Gawler, Barossa Valley & 
NARCS clubs.  Held at Angaston oval 
MAPS members to gather 9:00am at 

BP Roadhouse Port Wakefield 

 NEW LISTING 
Sunday  18th   

February 
CLUB   EVENT 

Stansbury 
  

On the lawn at 
the entrance to 
the Foreshore 
Caravan Park. 

Gather on the lawn under the sail 
shades as the sun rises over Gulf St 

Vincent, emerging from a new dawn, 
to present, to us, a glorious new day. 
Four public BBQ’s are available to 

cook yourselves a scrumptious break-
fast, commencing at 9:00am 

Further info at the February meeting 

Sunday  11th  March 
CLUB   EVENT 

Moonta’s 4th 
Show-n-Shine 

  
Moonta Oval 

Last year we had 18 vehicles on show, 
of which 4 won category trophies and 
MAPS won ‘Best Car Club Display’. 

Can we increase our display this year? 
Entries close Friday 2nd March. 
Richard Bastian has entry forms 

April 6th & 
April 7th 

CLUB   EVENT 

Port Pirie 
Camp Out 

To coincide with the Laura Folk Festival 
which we will visit on Saturday 7th 
Pt Pirie Caravan Park:- 8632 4275 
Bentley’s Cabin Park:-  8633 2666 

April 
Saturday 21st  Stansbury 

Sunday 22nd    Pt Vin-
cent 

  
CLUB   EVENT 

Stansbury   & 
Port Vincent 

“YP Salt Water Classic” 
Wooden and Classic Boats Regatta 

A display of MAPS vehicles would be 
appreciated at both locations, however 

if you wish to display only on one of 
the days, you will, of course, still be 

most welcome.  Displays start at 
9:00am. 

Refer to the programme in The Re-
view 

Sunday 20th May 
CLUB   EVENT 

Kulpara Hall 
Registration  Day 

Meet at the Kulpara Hall at 10:30am for 
registration of cars, followed by lunch.  

The club will supply meats, bread, sauc-
es, butter, tea and coffee.  Please bring a 

salad and sweet to pool 

Sunday 24th June 
CLUB   EVENT 

  
Wauraltee Hall 

Registration Day 
  

Meet at the Wauraltee Hall at 10:30am 
Info as per Kulpara, above. 



8 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

A number of recommended events 
for 2018  to note in your diary 

VINTAGE SPORTS CAR CLUB 
OF SA’S 

HISTORIC MOTOR VEHICLE 
GATHERING. SUNDAY 18TH 

MARCH 2018. 

Club circle of eight vehicles invited 
to the Adelaide City Parklands. 

FREE! 

BOOLEROO STEAM CENTRE 
RALLY 

SUNDAY 25TH MARCH 2018 

HMVC’S  BRITISH CLASSICS 
DAY AT VICTOR HARBOR, 

SUNDAY 6TH MAY 2018  

AUGUST 2018 NARC’S 
CLUBRALLY 
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Cooee All Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts 
!!!The Gawler Veteran, Vintage & 
Classic Vehicle Club would like to invite 
you and your Club to participate in our 
annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & 
Vintage Run to be held on Sunday the 8th 
of April 2018. 

The 2017 Run attracted over fifty pre 
1931 vehicles, including motor cycles, 
from many different clubs. 

We would like to invite your club to 
include this run in their calendars for 
2018 and encourage all Vintage and 
Veteran car owners to participate in one 
of the few runs designed specifically for 
the oldest vehicles.  

If you or your Club is not involved with 
Pre 1931 vehicles consider hitching a 
ride, borrowing one of the many idle 
vehicles the owners can no longer drive 
or organising a run to spectate along the 

route and join the festivities at the 
Greenock Oval supporting the motoring 
history of our state. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwkIl
-ztExk&t=267s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6hS
uzyqay8 

Please direct any enquiries to…   

Entries: David Prest: 0438 112 266 or 
vvrun@gawlercarclub.com  

Run Organiser: Geoff Boundy  0437 689 
973 

Email:   vvrun@gawlercarclub.com  

MID MURRAY CLASSIC CAR & 
MUSIC CARNIVALE 

SUNDAY, 22ND APRIL, 2018 

DETAILS FROM  
Dot Hamilton-Smith dit@mga.com 

KIWI CARS! 
A look on the internet gave the 

following list of cars made over the 
Tasman. Many of the Active makes 

are small volume makers of 
sports/racing cars Well, it filled a 

space! 
 
 
Active / more recent 
manufacturers[ 
Almac (1985–present) 
Alternative Cars (1984–present) 
Chevron (1984–present) 
Fraser (1988–present) 
Hulme (2005–present) 
Leitch (1986–present) 
Saker (1989–present) 
 

Former manufacturers 
Anziel (1967) 
Beattie (1997–2001) thence Redline 
Carlton (1922–1928) 
Cobra (1983–1990) 
Crowther (1968–1978) 
De Joux (1970) 
Dennison (1900–1905) - New Zealand's 
first indigenous car 
Everson (1935–1989) 
Heron (1964–1990) 
Marlborough (1912–1922) thence 
Carlton 
McRae (1990–2003) 
Mistral (1957–1960) 
Redline (2001–2009) 
Steel Brothers (1973–1981) 
Trekka (1966–1973) 
UltraCommuter (2006–2013) 
Wood (1901–1903) 
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MAPS REGALIA PRICE LIST 

Jackets:   $50 

Short sleeve polo shirt without pocket:
    $30 

Short sleeve polo shirt with pocket: 
    $35 

Woven MAPS logo badges: $10 

Metal logo badges, for cars: $20 

MAPS logo stickers: 

 Large  $5 

 Medium $2 

 Small  $1 

Also available– MAPS mugs ( no not 
the committee ones. Ed) 

To order any of the se items, see rega-
lia officer Joan Correll, phone 8853 
2004 or email joanc@netyp.com.au. 

 

To order a new MAPS name badge 
(magnetic, or pin and clip), see mem-
bership secretary Erica Andrews, 
phone 0418 818 247 or email 
ha.ej.andrews@bigpond.com. 

 

 

MAPS CLOTHING & REGALIA 

Pictured left; Amber, a 
fellow volunteer ambo from 

Ardrossan, dons a MAPS 
jacket to illustrate just how 
smart you can look in the 

right outfit. 

(Did I really type that 
without laughing?,) 
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PORT VINCENT GALA DAY 2018 

Fresh as daisies after seeing the new year in, 
the only question on our minds on the first 
day of 2018 was whether to travel top on or 
topless in our ’75 Mercedes-Benz convertible 
to the annual MAPS gala day display and 
gathering afterwards at Trevor and Lyn 
Clerke’s, Port Vincent, on Monday, January 
1. 

As it was not quite warm out yet, we decided 
top on, and met with Richard and Marg 
Bastian in their ’74 Jaguar to travel in convoy 
down the leg to Vincent. 

A good turnout of members (36) in their 21 
vehicles enjoyed the day, the weather was 
perfect, not too hot and not too cold. 

There was a large contingent of Mercs, 
leading to light-hearted comments perhaps the 
club’s name should be changed to the 
Mercedes-Benz Auto Preservation Society, 
especially as now the MAPS Review editor 
has bought Meg and the late Vic Brown’s 
450SLC. 

A large crowd attended the gala day, and 
showed their appreciation of the classic and 
vintage cars and dozen or so motorcycles 
(ridden by Yorke Peninsula Vintage, Veteran 
and Classic Motorcycle Club members) when, 
led by the local ambulance, they paraded 
along the esplanade at 11am. 

Peter and Pam Wilton showed their recently 
restored ’76 HJ Holden ute, Derek Rutter 
drove his ’53 Wolseley 4/44, and it was great 
to see Ron Anderson in his ’65 Chev Impala. 

After the parade, some of us drove to the 
Clerkes’ to have our BYO lunch in their 
expansive outdoor entertaining area, and 
drink bottomless cups of tea and coffee (thank 
you Trevor and Lyn!) 

Before heading for home, topless this time, 
we browsed the large number of stalls and 
sideshows at the gala day; Haydn scored 
some bargains ($2 industrial strength tape 
measure and $2 genuine Holden polarized 
sunnies), Erica did not. 

 

 

 

 

ANDERSON  Ron 1965  Chevrolet 
Impala 

ANDREWS  Haydn & Erica 1975  
Mercedes Benz  350 SL 

BASTIAN  Richard & Marg 1974  
XJ6L Series 2  Jaguar 

CLERKE  Trevor & Lyn 1978  Mercedes 
Benz  230 

CORRELL  Joan 1947  MG TC  Roadster 

CROSER  David & Helen 1972  Falcon  XA  
Hardtop 

DAVEY  Geoff 1977  Porsche  911S 

DAVIES  Jim  &  THORLEY Deb 1973  
Mercedes Benz  450 SL ( & Jim’s Harley) 

FARROW  Craig 1967  Ford Mustang 

HEWISH  Alan 1972  Torana  GTR  XU1 

HUDSON  Rick & Margaret 1971  
Mercedes Benz  230 

INGRAM  Joe & Bev 1978  Mercedes 
Benz  SLC 

MITCHELL  Brian & Marg 1981  XJ6  
Series 3  Jaguar 

OLDLAND, Daryl & Jenny  1934 Dodge Ute 
+ 1914 Pope Solo 

OSBORNE  Mike & Mary 1966  Triumph  
TR4A  Sports 

RUTTER  Derek 1953  Wolseley  4/44 

SEWELL  Jim & Jean 1978  Ford Cortina 
TE  Sedan 

SIGSTON  Mike 1995  TVR  Chimaera 

SIGSTON  Rob 1953  Austin Healey  100/4 

WHITE  Neil & Raelene 1979  Holden HZ  
Statesman 

WHITELAW  Ivan & Barb Modern 

WILTON  Peter & Pam 1976  Holden HJ  
Ute 
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The tally of cars at Pt Vincent Gala Day was reckoned to be 22 vehicles from 
MAPS. 

1934 Dodge ute of  Daryl Oldland with the Pope solo and 1977 Porsche 911S of 
Geoff Davey were not snapped by the editor. In my reckoning that made  6 Aussie 
built vehicles and 15 historic vehicles one solo m/c, plus and one “modern car and 
one “modern” from other countries. Above– two nice Holdens- The Wilton 1976 HJ 
ute and 1972 Holden Torana LJ of Alan Hewish     Mike O 
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1979 HOLDEN 
STATESMAN, Neil 
White 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David & Helen Cro-
ser’s Ford 1972 XA 
Falcon Coupe is get-
ting out on several 
recent far and wide 
events,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim and Jean 
Sewell’s 1978 Ford 
Cortina nearly missed 
the day, but Jim fixed 
the exhaust in time. 
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MORE PORT VINCENT 
GALA DAY CARS 

Craig Farrow, a relatively new 
MAPS member has been 

supporting Club events since he 
joined up 

 

 

 

 

Rick & Margaret Hudson came 
all the way from Calute with the  

1971 Mercedes Benz 230, a 
marque with growing numbers 

in the classic car circles. 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps the purest version of the 
“Big Healey”, the 100/4 of Mike 

& Rosi Sigston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With twice as many cylinders, 
the Sigston’s TVR Chimaera 
provides lots of excitement!   

 .  
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MOSTLY “THE FRENCH 
CONNECTION” -   

Bob Landt sent in some photos of 
vehicles he snapped during a trip to 
France., back in 2013. 

Perhaps if someone told you they’d 
got an Alpine, you’d picture a 1950’s 
or 1960’s Sunbeam Alpine sports 
model from Rootes. However, in 
France from the mid 1950’s a small 
company produced a range of 
attractive sports coupes based on 
Renault power units from the small  4 
cylinder to V6 engines. Despite being 
a small; concern, they had substantial 
success at events such as  the Le Mans 
24 Hour race as regards class wins and 
economy.  See top picture. 

Later the company was taken over by 
Renault and the Alpine brand used to 
market a series of very pretty cars– 
picture 2 

The third picture is a Gordini rally 
edition of the Renault R8 and R10 
models. I suppose you might say that 
Amedee Gordini was to Renault and 
some other makes, what John Cooper 
was to the BMC Mini, by way of his 
tuning expertise 

The bottom picture is a Peugeot 504 
cabriolet with styling by  Pinin Farina 
and with a coupe option also available. 
Initially using the  4 cylinder and then 
the  V6 unit. This was an engine used 
by Peugeot, Citroen and Volvo. 

French cars have  unique styles and 
some engineering  that  turned things 
on their head, such as Citroen’s  
DS19. 
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS FROM 
FOUNDER MEMBER, BOB LANDT 

The Model T Ford T sat as it was for many 
years at Gordon Dutschke’s property at Port 
Victoria and also had a roadster which went to 
the Copper Triangle. Gordon was the local 
man to go to for bits and pieces when you 
needed them. There was a large range of cars 
in the yard from twenties into the sixties. 
Gordon was also involved with his wife Willie 
in the Garage Museum Project. He now lives 
in Warracknabeal in Victoria 

The Blue Zephyr at Max Zwar’s belonged to 
Bill Russel at Maitland. I remember seeing the 
Triumph Mayflower, but can’t 
remember who owned it. All 
gone now since the sale. The 
truck is an Austin I think 

I can remember having a drag 
with Melville Russel in the blue 
Zephyr and me in a 48 Hillman 
Minx SV. Out 
the Arthurton road. We 
actually were fairly evenly 
matched; however when I got 
back home to the garage 

the Hillman had a big knock in the motor. My 
father wasn’t too happy but diagnosed the fact 

that the top had come off a 
piston. 
Because the Hillman was a 
fifty pound trade in I had to 
fix it. We fitted a set of 
pistons with cord rings.  
The bores were fairly worn 
but all that had to be 
carried out was to ridge cut 
and hone what was there. 
A new set of  conrod 
bearings and it was going 
again.  
The next big problem I had 
with the Hillman was 

boiling. The thermostat had been removed 
and the radiator was 
in good nick but still it boiled its head of. At the 
time I had a girl friend at Winulta and by the 
time I had reached the old gum on the post 
office corner the Hillman was steaming its 
head off. I opened the bonnet and looked 
about finding the bottom radiator hose sucked 
together. The spring in the hose that stopped 
it from sucking together had corroded away 
and with a good working water pump the hose 
closed up with the suction.  
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A new hose and it was again good as new. 
The third thing was that I rolled the Hillman 
over on a very muddy cut up road into Minolta 
when taking my then girlfriend, and Melville 
Russell plus his girlfriend home one evening 
after seeing a  film at Maitland (Beatles, 
HARD DAYS NIGHT). I will say that it was 
Just that, facing up to her parents and mine 
and having to tell them it was a rollover at just 
15 mph. It was just so wet and boggy. The 
following morning my father and I went out to 
tow the Hillman home. It took two and a half 
hours to tow it up the hill from Winulta on the 
Clinton Road. The only Damage was a 
popped windscreen and a dent above the RH 

side of the roof. Knocked out and repainted 
sky blue in enamel with a brush and a few 
mates the Hillman was back on the road a 
week later. 
They don’t make them like that anymore. I 
really was only doing 15mph; true! Ask 
Melville. 
Telling Dad the following morning at breakfast 
that I’d rolled the Hillman and it was still out 
the Clinton Road didn’t help either. 
Happy driving, 
Regards Bob. 
 
 
 

Postscript– Bob also sent 
in a couple of other 
photos as below. The  
top one is, I think, a late 
1930’s Peugeot 402 . It 
was offered with several 
engine sizes and body 
styles. Not the  
headlights behind the 
grille. An open top 
version had  a solid roof 
which folded back into 
the boot  area– a bit like 
some modern drop top 
versions. Nothing is new! 
 
 
The bottom picture is 
mystery car . Looks 
American? Note the 
wheels and a sporty 
body. Could it be a one 
off body?  
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WILKIN &WILTON WANDRERS , Part 2 
Coping with the congested traffic in cities 
such as Paris and Rome is made easier with 
the number of micro cars and two seater bikes 
on the roads which are able to be parked just 
about anywhere and in any direction. Many of 
them are electric, plugged into kerbside 
charging points. The bikes have two inline 
seats, a steering bar and are completely en-
closed from the weather. Hmm, can't really 
see them taking off in our great southern land 
except maybe Sydney. 
Finally in England, we arrive at Europcar to 
collect our hire car and are thrilled to find we 
have a VW Sharan 7 seater van again, Shazza 
II! She is even the same colour! Talk about 
déjà vu. Feeling totally comfortable and at 
home, we set off eastwards to Canterbury, the 
start of our driving tour. In London, Doug and 
I bought a new GPS. It is loaded with the 
latest maps for the UK making it easy to navi-
gate out of London and we do not get lost, 
making our way to our first B & B in record 
time. Our lovely GPS guide this time is Pru-
dence and so far she has exceeded Jane's ef-
forts admirably. (Remember Jane and her 
friend Ken from the last trip?) 
  As on our last driving trip, we deter-
mine to avoid motorways and 'A' roads as 
much as possible and we punch this into Pru-
dence's brain before setting off. This makes 
for interesting scenery with stops at charming 
market towns and villages along the way. 
Doug is once again the primary driver and is 
happy to be so, expertly following Prudence's 
directions. Driving the southern coast is beau-
tiful. We visit Canterbury, Rochester, Folke-
stone and Dover where we visit Dover Castle. 
On the way to Portsmouth we visit Battle 
where the Battle of Hastings took place in 
1066. I am amazed to be standing on the spot 
where 'Duke William became King of Eng-
land and 'Arold got shot in the eye"! (Quote 
from 'The Battle of Hastings' by Marriott Ed-
gar). 
 We travel from Portsmouth through 
to Bigbury on Sea where a huge sea tractor 
takes people across to St George's Island at 
low tide. It has been the setting for some Her-
cule Poirot episodes. Onwards we go through 
Poole, a picturesque coastal town of estuaries 

and inlets to Falmouth in Cornwall. Up until 
now the driving, even on the 'B' roads has 
been reasonably easy. At one point we have 
to take a motorway and are apprehensive 
when a lorry with half a house sort of 
strapped on the back screams past us in the 
fast lane then ricochets through an underpass, 

barely clearing the bridge  
As we are now in the beautiful Cornish coun-
tryside, the 'B' roads turn into lanes and many 
hours are spent threading our way through 
ridiculously high hawthorn hedges with much 
anticipation of every corner, hilarity and 
sucking of mints. There are many encounters 
with oncoming cars where one car has to 
back-up to a small pull-off to allow the other 
through. You would think the speed limits on 
these lanes would be 30mph but it is usually 
50 and the locals stick to it! Doug really has 
to have his wits about him.  
 We visit Land's End and then Cov-
erack where my parents honeymooned. In the 
High Street or Fore Street as it is most often 
named down here, I find an 86 year old gen-
tleman who remembers the guest house they 
stayed at and yes it is still there. He gives us 
directions as his elderly companions protest 
that he can't possibly send us up that road! 
We agree to go however and find ourselves 
climbing the steepest, narrowest cobbled road 
out of the town with houses right to the curb. 
As I am virtually lying backwards in my seat, 
I am wondering if Shazza can make it, espe-
cially as we have to make very sharp, blind 
turns as well! It is probably 45 seconds of gut 
wrenching fear but we make it to the top and 
as we do, there is an oncoming vehicle ap-
proaching to descend! Who would have 
backed up or down?  
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We travel up the coast through Port Isaac 
(Port Wenn in the TV series Doc Martin). 
Anyone who has seen the series knows that 
Doctor Ellingham lives on a very narrow, 
quite steep road so when an Audi pulls out of 
a driveway next to his house intending to 
head down into the village, out come our 
cameras. Sure enough, there are multiple 
scrapes down the left hand side of the car, 
which are validated as it heads off skimming 
the stone walls, beeping the horn at the 
tourists and then nonchalantly ploughing 
through to the bottom.  

   

Another similar episode occurs heading up 
into Wales, when Prudence instructs us to 
turn left into what is another single lane road. 
Too late we are committed and as we turn 
sharply left the road plunges into a roller 
coaster of steep turns with zero forward 

visibility due to the tall hedges on either side. 
Prue tells us the road is 2.3 miles long. We 
hope no-one is coming the other way. It will 
be a big problem because following us is an 
SUV with a caravan behind it! Well you 
guessed it. We round a bend and there it is, a 
huge lorry! I cannot repeat the conversation 
within Shazza but everything has stopped. 
This is a log jam. There is simply no-where 
to pass. Our vehicles are squeezed together 
tighter than peak hour passengers on the 
Tube! So can the truck reverse his vehicle 2 
miles or do we get out and tell the guy with 
the caravan he has to reverse up a steep 
incline and around a bend to the main road? 
Wait a minute, the truck is moving, pushing 
into the shrubbery on his side. He won't make 
it but he gesticulates that Doug should do the 
same. Too late I see that the hedge is growing 
over a stone wall and I remind myself that we 
are in a hire car! Doug inches over, the 
mirror is in deep peril, I am yelling to him to 
stop, it won't work. The truck driver pushes 
on, pruning the hedge as he goes and now 
Shazza's driver's side mirror is also 
threatened. We are jammed in. I instruct 
Doug to STOP! Suddenly the truck driver 
must think he is clear. He plants his foot and 
the leviathan grinds past us. As we are 
forcibly ejected from the morass of steel and 
vegetation, Doug takes off and we don't even 
look back to see how the caravan is going to 
fare. We'll wait for the news reports! And our 
mirrors are intact save for some decorative 
greenery. 
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Happily this part of England seems to have a 
greater interest in classic cars than we have 
seen elsewhere. We have stopped at several 
small country garages having spotted 
something either in the workshop or parked. 
What we have come to realize is that other 
than Morris Minors, Minis and VW vans, 
most English collectables are '80s vintage or 
kit cars. We do find a Ford powered Lotus 
Elan and a lime green Chev powered Ford 
Prefect Hot Rod. The locals are always up for 
a chat and as a general rule are quite 
interested in the car scene in Australia. One 
guy knows what a Falcon Coupe is because 
he is a fan of Bathurst. Another guy just 
wants to talk about the Saints as he is an avid 
AFL follower!  

Visiting Conwy Castle in Wales we are 
spruiked by a lovely lady, who turns out to be 
simply another tourist, to take a drive around 
Conwy in a 1928 Dennis Char-a-Banc for £3 
each. This beautiful old girl, named 
Charlotte, has had a rich and colourful 
history before ending up doing tourist rides in 
Wales. She had been part of a regular bus 
service in Whitby, North Yorkshire, carrying 
hundreds of passengers over the moors and to 
the seaside village of Scarborough. In the 
'60s she was commissioned to take a group of 
20 university students on an alpine tour in 
Italy. Bear in mind Charlotte is an open sided 
bus with NO SIDE-CURTAINS!  Back in 
England she returned to Whitby as a tourist 
service where she quite often featured in the 
TV series Heartbeat until she was then 
purchased as a tourist bus in Llandudno and 
Conwy. Our rattling tour around the city is 
accompanied by grinding up and down shifts, 
growling gears and much hilarity from the six 
passengers. The driver shouts a commentary 
over his shoulder above the racket without 
the benefit . The old bus takes the hills 
slowly, whining and complaining, then 
careens down the other side, the driver 
yelling that the brakes are only 50% reliable! 
Another amazing adventure, well worth £3! 
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We return to Llangollen in Wales for three 

days and decide to visit the local Motor 

Museum. It turns out to be an old Motor 

Garage which has closed down, but the 

original owner now runs it as a small 

museum. Inside is an amazing collection 

which would make any motoring enthusiast 

salivate. If you were looking for any NOS 

(New Old Stock) parts for English cars, this 

would be the place, but I'm not sure if any of 

it is for sale!  The shed is an Aladdin's Cave 

of fifty or so rare, unusual and sought after 

vehicles from special edition production cars 

(1935 Standard 16 Jubilee Model, the only 

one left), race cars to oddities such as the 

1961 Gilbern GT, the first production GT 

ever built with a Coventry Climax engine. In 

the centre of this eclectic mix stands the first 

caravan ever built in Britain, in original 

condition. There are pedal and model cars 

including one fashioned from a WW2 bomb 

case! As well as the vintage and veteran bikes 

you find a working cast iron model steam 

train, collections of old children's toys, tools, 

signs, vintage advertising material, price lists, 

old ledgers, keys and every kind of 

automotive paraphernalia you can imagine. At 

the back of the shed are old workshop pieces 

such as metal lathe, milling machine, old 

tune-up machines and simple dwell meters 

circa 1950's. The Shell petrol pumps of 

bygone years stand proudly alone the back 

wall in pristine original condition. Suffice to 

say we spend a couple of happy hours poking 

around in this amazing place. 

 Returning to Llangollen town centre 

we find it has been inundated on this glorious 

summers day by literally hundreds of vintage 

style scooters!  I have never seen anything 

like these things. They are chrome from end 

to end. They sport amazing paint jobs, some 

with Welsh Dragons, some with flags, others 

with skulls and many in candy apple colours 

and glitter paints. The deal seems to be that 

you have to fit as many chromed and coloured 

lights as you can, then add as many chromed 

mirrors and other decorations as the poor little 

scooter can hold up. These things must weigh 

a ton! It makes for a spectacular display on 

every corner, intersection and in front of 

every pub. 
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While in Llangollen we realise we need to do 
more washing. We find a laundromat again 
but unlike Folkestone where a couple of 
lovely young chaps did the whole lot, washed 
and dried for £12, this laundromat is going to 
cost us too much in money and time to get 
them dried properly, so the decision is made 
to take our stuff damp and dry it in the car 
while we go out sightseeing. A picture tells a 
thousand words but unfortunately I can’t print 
it. We are actually parked in a church car 
park too! I'm not sure Pete will ever recover. 

 So our motoring journey continues 
on across England to North Yorkshire and 
then down to Weston on the Green, in 
Oxfordshire where we visit my sister Susan 
and her husband Simon, he of the Porsche 
persuasion. Once again Simon puts me on the 
insurance and insists I drive to our picnic 
venue. Considering my last efforts on the 
roundabout, I am a little concerned but Simon 
is non-plussed. "It's only a car" he says. "It 
can be fixed!" So I very much enjoy my 
drive. I think Simon thinks I drive like a 
pussy cat but in my mind, I am at the front of 
the pack, gunning it round every corner and 
giving it heaps on every bit of straight road. 
This time it is Doug who nearly gives Simon 
a heart attack. Simon insists he drive home 
from the picnic, so Doug gets in the car. With 
my  sister Susan riding shotgun, he starts up 
the Porsche, selects 1st and promptly drives 
into the stone wall in front of him. 
Fortunately he is able to remember where the 
brake pedal is (on the floor where it should 
be) and stops with room to spare. He selects 
reverse and lurches forward again, stopping 
within centimetres of the wall. Finally he 
finds true reverse and manages to get away 
from that wall and out of the carpark!  He 
vows never to drive it again. I still love the 
Porsche. I still love the thrumming power. I 
still love the opera in stadium sound. I'm still 
worried about the electric seat warmer! 

 And so it would seem we have 
covered our planes, trains and automobiles 
but it wouldn't be right to leave without 
mentioning the boats!  

 

Boats 

  We are in Dubai and Chadi tells us he is 
taking us across the Creek, a tidal river which 
divides the old Dubai from the new. We line 
up on the wooden wharf waiting for one of 
the diesel powered boats. There are dozens of 
these, long, narrow wooden boats with 
wooden benches in two rows along the length 
of the boat so that we sit facing the water.  
There are no niceties on these boats and 
everyone is crammed together to allow as 
many passengers as possible on each trip. 
There are a number of tourists but the 
majority is locals going about their business. 
The boats do not tie up to allow boarding, 
rather the operator motors straight into the 
jetty and grabs on while everyone jumps 
across the gap to board! The operator guns 
the smelly, noisy diesel motor which spouts 
gouts of black smoke and we shudderingly 
move away from the wharf. The trip is 
interesting with a different perspective of 
much of what we have already seen whilst 
driving around. There are many old wooden 
barges and what look like replica ketches 
moored along the wharves but no sign of the 
marina where the rich keep their toys. This 
water is slicked with diesel and choked with 
these passenger ferries, many small dinghies 
and an assortment of questionable vessels. No 
wonder the wealthy don't frequent this 
waterway! The trip costs 1 dirham each 
which equates to about 70c and we make it 
back safely. 

In England we take a couple of trips on canal 
boats. Both trips are unique and something 
worth doing. In Llangollen, there is a canal 
which was engineered by Thomas Telford as 
a means of transporting commercial goods 
through Wales. Part of this canal can be seen 
from two beautiful narrow boats drawn by 
heavy horses walking along the bank. The 
boats are open with only bench seating so that 
we are able to see and hear our beautiful 
horse Geordie effortlessly plodding along in 
front. He is a baby, a new horse on the block 
and as such the young man leading him has a 
fluoro vest saying 'Caution: Young horse. 
Pass wide and slow'. Am I the only one to 
find this amusing?  
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  The journey is peaceful. We glide along the 
narrow waterway, edged alternately by grassy 
banks covered in buttercups and tall, steep 
sides with plane and poplar trees, foxgloves 
and hawthorn. We slip silently along the 
waterway, under arched stone bridges where 
the hooves echo hollowly like old church 
bells and we emerge into the warm sunlight of 
a gorgeous Welsh summers day. On returning 
we watch Geordie as he is relieved of his 
yoke and halter, then given meadow hay and 
lovingly groomed by the 'Young horse' while 
his more mature stablemate Hercules looks 
on. The horses have their pictures painted on 
their stable doors.  
 From the same wharf, another boat named 
the Thomas Telford takes us in the opposite 
direction to the Pontcysyllt Aquaduct. The 
Llangollen Canal flows across the aquaduct 
over a huge valley with the River Dee a 
silvery thread winding its way at the bottom. 
Also engineered by the remarkable Telford it 
is 128 feet high, supported on 18 stone and 
cast iron pillars. It is 4 yards wide, four feet 
deep and 336 yards long. Interestingly the 
mortar used contained lime and ox blood. It 
was opened in 1805. Moving onto the 
aquaduct, the boat skims the sides with no 
room to spare, scraping the sides along the 
whole length. Unfortunately we cannot see 
over the sides of the channel, so must rely on 

imagining the precipitous drop to the bottom 
of the valley. At the turning point on the other 
side, we decide to walk across the aquaduct 
on the very narrow pavement running 
alongside the water. This is our opportunity to 
cast our gaze over the side to appreciate this 
structure. As we move towards the centre, the 
wind speed increases dramatically, screaming 
like a freight train, the railings seemingly 
becoming more and more insubstantial 
against us being whipped straight over the 
side! This is not for the faint hearted and 
Peter finds it necessary to comfort a sweet 
young thing who is petrified of following her 
partner across! A great experience after which 
we visit Horseshoe Falls, another Telford 
construction designed to channel the River 
Dee into The Llangollen Canal. 
  And so another Wilkin/Wilton adventure has 
ended. There has been so much to see, so 
much to do. So many steps to climb and ruins 
to explore, so many beautiful towns, villages, 
beaches, high streets, market squares, 
monuments, spring blooms, English beers, 
Italian wines, French coffee, amazing 
breakfasts, art galleries, museums, castles and 
wonderful, wonderful experiences. 
  Arrivederci, a bientôt and see you later! 
 
Carol Wilkin 
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TALE PIECE 

SCHWEIGERMUTTERSITZE (German) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aka a rumble seat (American English), dicky seat, dickie seat or dickey seat 
(British English), also called a mother-in-law seat, is an upholstered exterior seat 
which folded into the rear of a coach, carriage, or early automobile. Depending on its 
configuration, it provided exposed seating for one or two passengers. 

Reputed to be the last production car to feature such a seat was the post WW2 the 
Triumph Roadster with an 1800 cc and then later a  2000 cc engine made between 
1946 and 1949. Some 4501 of these unusual 5 seater cars with front bench seat and 
column gear change. The hopes of big orders from the USA were not fulfilled and 
only when the TR series came about did 
Triumph get  full order books. I think it fair to 
say that the Roadster was an acquired taste, 
but the TV series, Bergerac, starring John 
Nettles ( later to be D.I Barnaby in “ 
Midsommer Murders ) brought about a large 
increase in the model’s interest and values. 

Well before that, the dickey seat was a popular 
option in cars such as the Ford Model T and A 
cars, to name just two.. 


